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Artist Statement

All my work as an illustrator begins with an otherworldly vision,

inspired by either word imagery or my direct obsenvations. In on
aftempr o replicate my vision, | quickly blur the lines between
reality and a playful dream, creating exaggerations and
combining odd relationships. Taking inspiration from the City of
Calgary's plans | made a point to illuskate the progression of
the relationship between two perceived dissimilar things. Through
the use of both acrylic and watercolour painting, | introduced

a combination of both detailed representations in acrylic

paini and vague absiract simplicily in watercolour allowing @
fransition in visual focus. Connecting different elements together

amplifies the illustrations in a visually poweriul and fun way.

Nicole Sweazey

wwv/.nicolesweazey.com




In brief

The challenge

The City of Calgary needs a comprehensive and systematic approach to protecting. developing and managing its

natural and built environments for healthy ecological processes in support of biodiversity.

Why this approach

Biodiversity conservation is a part of Calgary’s history. is w idely supported by Calgarians. is endorsed by many City

of Calgary Council initiatives and is necessary for life.

The solution

Our BiodiverCity, Calgary’s 10-year biodiversity strategic plan is based on principles for the protection. development
and management of Calgary parks and ecosystems in support of biodiversity. Our BiodiverCity aims to provide a
framework for City staff to foster more resilient, biologically diverse open space and neighbourhoods that support

positive outcomes for Calgarians. visitors, wildlife and plant communities.

The structure of Our BiodiverCity

This plan builds on the City of Calgary Biodiversity Report 2014. Our BiodiverCity introduces biodiv ersity by aligning it
with nature. discusses pressures on biodiversity and outlines our current responses to these pressures. These introductory
sections are meant for everyone. to engage people with nature and biodiversity in the context of our city. This document

culminates in a strategic plan. developed for those who will implement the plan and hold The City accountable.

Our vision

Calgarians value our city’s diversity and richness in wildlife. vegetation and landscapes; The City of Calgary and citizens work

to integrate our actions and the built environment with an ecological network that is healthy, connected and well managed.

Our guiding principles

1. Ecological hiteracy
2. Ecological resilience
3. Collaboration

4. Integration

Measuring success
By 2025, we will:

1. Evaluate landscapes in Calgary and set targets for conservation measures to identify. protect and manage
ecological cores and corridors.

2. Restore 20 per cent of Calgary’s current open space to increase biodiversity.

3. Identify invasive species in Calgary’s open space and complete strategies for their management.

CPS2015-0260 Biodiversity Strategic Plan - Att 2 pdf
ISC: UNRESTRICTED




Habitats found in C'alg_ary -

Natural Habitats

Forest
Aspen
Balsam poplar
W hite spruce
Douglas-fir
Shrubland
Riparian tall
Upland tall .
Upland low K
Grassland
Riparian gravel sand shoulders

Open water streams
Emergent wetland vegetation
Open water wetlands

Semi-Natural Habitats
Manicured green space
Gardens
Treed boulevards
Agricultural areas
Storm ponds/reservoirs

Built Habitats
Roadways
Railways
Parking lots
Buildings
Bare ground

Wildlife and plants found in Calgary

52 mammals

2 non-native*

10 status species
365 birds
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71 status species
4 reptiles
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Natural area and awareness

19 per cent of Calgary is identified as a natural area.

31 per cent ol Calgarians are able 1o dehine
biodiversity as a variety of plants and animals: an
additional 13 per cent define it as a diverse nature/

environment.

Urban infrastructure challenges to
wildlife movement

Total animals killed on Calgary roadways (2005-
2014)

2 Bears

3 Cougars

772 Coyotes

5.152 Deer

48 Moose

Estimated financial cost of collisions*
835.567,264
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