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December 13, 2017 

To:   Alberta Environment and Parks 
 District Approvals Manager 
 2938  11 St NE 
 Calgary, AB  T2E 7L7 
 
Attention:  Brock Rush, District Approvals Manager   Brock.Rush@gov.ab.ca 
  
Re: Water Licence Transfer re Harvest Hills Golf Course Ltd. / 1809668 AB Ltd 
 File # 00392661 
 

We are in receipt of your letter dated November 29, 2017 asking us to provide further information with regard to 
our submission dated June 30, 2017, specifically how Calgary River Valleys is directly affected by this project. 

The Calgary River Forum Society (Calgary River Valleys or CRV, also formerly known as the River Valleys 
Committee of Parks Foundation Calgary) is a legally constituted not-for-profit stewardship organization, 
Registration No. 5015237844. The Society’s Bylaws provide that, “Where the work of the Society is carried out by 
its Committees, the Chair(s) of said Committees will be authorized to represent the Board regarding said 
Committees’ work, on behalf of the Society.” The CRV’s working Board and its committees strive to maintain an 
informed advisory capacity in support of the stewardship of Calgary’s rivers, valleys, creeks and wetlands.  

The letter of concern that CRV provided, which was signed by myself, was submitted by the society. With regard 
to how our society is directly affected and where it “lives”, all of Calgary River Valleys’ dealings are in relationship 
to Calgary’s rivers, creeks, wetlands, and watercourses in one way or another. Our motto is, “We are the voice of 
our rivers.” Our society operates on a collaborative basis representing relatively diverse interests encompassing 
many individuals who live in river-edge and river-adjacent communities, including adjacent to the Nose Creek 
corridor. Our membership includes individuals, representatives from not-for-profit and environmental and 
stewardship organizations, citizen advisory councils, and commercial and public education services who have an 
interest in the protection and responsible management of Calgary’s rivers, creeks, and watershed resources. The 
majority of our members live within Calgary city limits, and consider Calgary’s watercourses to be their own rivers 
and creeks. Nose Creek and its corridor and functionalities, existing and potential (as it could be), are major 
amenities in the lives of the families, including some of our members, who live in the adjacent communities. The 
residential development directly adjacent to the current water licence location is only now in the construction 
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stage, so stewardship groups such as CRV, representing residential communities that would have use of the creek, 
are the affected parties in this matter.  

Among our members are hikers, cyclists, birders, fishers, and naturalists, and this area of the Nose Creek corridor 
is a potential area that would be of value to our members. Although access issues means that only some of these 
user groups can function on this site at this time, the City planning documents for all around the creek corridor 
indicate that pathway access will occur and should occur in future. The contributions to habitat, fishery, and 
parkway enjoyment are very evident from this site. 

With regard to how our Society is directly affected by this project, a major reason for our organization’s existence 
is to participate in planning and policy issues that affect the river and river valleys and their functionalities. 
Members of our organization were involved in the development of multiple of City of Calgary policies that impact 
land use and water management in and around Calgary’s creeks and rivers, including: 

• The Nose Creek Watershed Water Management Plan 2008, which identified the River Valleys Committee 
(the former name of our organization before we became an independent society) as a stakeholder which 
contributed to the development of this plan – see Appendix 1, 

• The Nose Creek Watershed Water Management Plan Review 2017, which identified Bill Morrison 
personally and which identified the Calgary River Valleys representatives as part of the stakeholders who 
contributed to the review of this plan – see Appendix 2, 

• The Urban Park Master Plan 1994, which identified Bill Morrison personally as part of the Nose Creek 
Planning Advisory Committee and other Calgary River Valleys’ representatives as part of the stakeholders 
who developed this overall plan. This policy document specifically identified the Nose Creek corridor and 
this specific location at Country Hills on both the east and west sides of the creek as an asset that should 
be preserved and protected for public use as naturalized park areas – see Appendix 3,  

• The Biodiversity Report 2014, identified the Calgary River Valleys representatives as a stakeholder which  
contributed to the development of this plan – see Appendix 4, and 

• The Riparian Strategy 2017, which indicates strategic riparian areas should be protected from future 
development and degrading land use activities – see Appendix 5 Map for the subject site. 

All of these policies involve aspects which pertain to this site, either directly, or in terms of its contributions 
regionally, in the Nose Creek corridor. 

With regard to issues specific to this application, we understand the applicant has now agreed to attach a 
condition to granting the water licence transfer for the 6 acre feet portion, which is to remove the vertical portion 
of the in-stream weirs within 5 years, or a shorter time frame if all approvals could be received earlier. This 
condition appears to be an improvement. However, it appears to be contingent on CRV withdrawing its letter of 
concern. We believe this option to remove the weirs deserves some discussion, hopefully with your department, 
but we also believe there are other issues we have raised which also need discussion.  We would appreciate the 
opportunity to have those discussions and to find answers to the questions raised by our society.  
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You can reach me by telephone at 403-276-3723 or by email to my attention at CalgaryRiverValleys2@outlook.com. 
Please advise if there is need for further clarification. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bill Morrison 
CRV Vice President 
 

Encl: Appendix 1 – Nose Creek Watershed Water Management Plan, 2008, excerpts,  
Appendix 2 – Nose Creek Watershed Water Management Plan Review & Update, 2016, excerpts, 
Appendix 3 – Calgary Urban Park Master Plan. 1994, excerpts 
Appendix 4 – City of Calgary Biodiversity Report, 2014, excerpts 
Appendix 5 – City of Calgary Riparian map for Nose Creek near Harvest Hills golf course location

 
Cc: CRV Board & CRV Circulation 
 Nature Calgary 
 Bow River Basin Council 
 Trout Unlimited 
 Nose Creek Watershed Partnership 
 Northern Hills Community Association 
 Thorncliffe-Greenview Community Association 
 Highland Park Community Association 
 Imagineering Resources Ltd. 
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APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 
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APPENDIX 3 
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APPENDIX 4 
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